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think are but servile slaves who accept their fate, 
thankfully, like the patient ox or asa. But a well 
filled head and an empty stomach were fire and 
gunpowder in the aoeial and political ark of the 

covenant 

• • • • • 

The Blade is grateful for the numerous expres- 
sions of good will that are continually pouring in, 
for the many complimenta and congrattilations ex- 
pressed at the appearanee and improvement of the 
paper. It must live as a fitting monument to its 
illustrious founder. His memory could be perpe- 
tuated ill no more siitisfnctory way. Jlore than 
i-<illi])litiii-lits ilii \\<- n^ ' d Niil srrilirrs. Give US n 

l;irL,'or iM.iilin- lis( ;in.i 'm\\ tli,' rest. The 
iin.st (.f MS iik.- to br ;i|.pnT,;,tr,l for what WO do. 

Amrriciiii labor lia.s liccn hiiinbii^'od and hoodoo- 
I'd by lying politicians until hope is dead and pa- 
tience well nigh is exhausted. Under existing con- 
ditions progreaa in the indnatrial arte means a deep- 
er poverty for the masses and education la made a 
lamp by whose (lold light they are enabled to view 
their own wrctcliodricss. It is from choas that new 
worlds are evolved, and think you, if these condi- 
tions be allowed to multiply, that our cvilizntion is 
.safe? The same wind that waft a proud ship to port 
may rip its canvas.s and drive it upon the rocks. 
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are told, destined for paradi.se, but those who fall 
short thereof, whether by accident or design, are as 
certain of a wholeaale destnietion. If a man do 

thus and so, he may, according to orthodox ac- 
counts, read his title clear to mansions in the skies, 
but if lie does not thus and so it will be worse for 
liijM in the world to come. This is but a repitition 
of tilt: political dogma that to the victor belongs the 
cru wn. t iraniing it all to be true, howac4 we tp de- 
tcrniiM': who ^bull he the victoi*, who ia the van- 
(.uished; 

Whil^ll^&Iade'a erities eon^mn becanae of ita' 

stricturesupon man aa a polyganust, they muat not 
forget that the Blade does pot speak alone, that it 
simply paints man as it haa found him, not as it 
would have him. It is not the fault of the Blade that 
bis virtue is as light as old ocean's foam. If nil 
men wcr(! ;,'ood and inoral there wouUl be no need 
lot* any ie^al or iiiurid restraint being placed about 
iujii, ..ave thai of Itia utvii couiM;ieUce. Meui ia uot 

good or moral and restrainta' becmue a necessity. 
Pure womanhood and pnni iKnunhood ia a wondroua 
shield, more potent fiur than aworda. Man, how- 
ever, still damns the woman bnt in (Ids age he goes 
further by denying the apple. 



Joseph, obeyed the commands of Ood the chances 
are that Christ would never have been Nazareth. 
Upon sucli tender reeds do Christian prophecies 

Well .Il-iod died, and Archelaus, his son did 
reign in his ste/id. For ten lonft and weary years he 
kept Judea in a n i>rn of terror, lie was a profli- 
gate and a drunkard. Complaints were made to 
Romje of his iniquities and injustices, that 
Archelaus was called before Caesar to make an- 
swer. His answer was weak and insufficient. Ad- 
judged guilty of the charges made against him, he 
was deposed, his kingdom abolished and added to 
the Roman province of Syria. It was at this time 
that Cyrenin.s, a Ilonian senator, was sent to be 
Governor of Syria ,aiid in ;in nttcmpt to wrinsr from 
profiine history some corrobnralivc testimony in 
support of the alleged birlb of tla^ Christian man- 
god, they have overshot the mark and have proved 
too much for the value of the story. If Christ \vas 
bom in the days of 'Herod into Syria. If Luke is 
telling- the truth then Herod had been dead for ten 
years and could not have been guilty of that ter- 
rible slaughter of the innocence which Matthew 
attributes to him. 

N'or is this all for acceptin;; .Matthew's account 
of the event, there is an error nf f.,ur years prior to 
A. D. 1. This would make the present year 1910 or 
else Christ was bom four years prior to A. D. 1, to 
make contemporary with Herod even for a short 
time. 

But, says the Christian apologist, these discre- 
pancies count for nauprht nor do they deteriorate 
from the value of the fai t that Christ was bom, 
that he lived, that he died and lived again. Why 
they deebipc that this fact is attested by Freethink- 
ers ever\ day by dating their eorrespondcneo anil 
b'gal do,■l,,nent^. books, accounts, etc., in the year 
of our Lord, 19UG. This argument has about as 
mneh force as the Matthew— Lake's stories of the 
dat^ of his birth, for the cnstom of dating events 
from thew,''eged birth of Christ did not begin imtil 
the fourth century, while the letters A. D. were 
first used in the si.xth century, being established, or 
inaugurated by a Germiui Kmperor to denote the 
successive number of yeai-s of his reign. 

'I'he ;nith is, that the birth of Christ is one of the 
least .ittesied claims of the Christian faith. Taking 
the t;nspe|s as lliey are written and published, 
Christ is iKit a man of one chiiraeter, but of many 
eliarai-teis blended into one. The whole system is 
.".n ee.-.l.e relif'-on, madj up of many elder rcligiou.s 
prevailiiqt among the people in the east during the 
times tbey were compUed. None of the gospels are 
written, or <daimd to have been written by eyewit- 
nesKSi Iw tke veiy caption snggwta that they arc 
not "BT" Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, "AC- 
CORDINO" to thent 



EDITORIAL 



Deeds count, not creeds. 

• • • • • 

Never grow weary of doing good. 

• • • • • 

Money, like charity, covers a multitude of sins. 

The more religion the greater the hypocrisy be- 
hind it. 



Ul.or merits its due reward in tliis worUl with- 
out waiting' for tlie iirxl to ^et thii-s evened. 
• • • • • 

It is ever the same old story. Those who toil not 
nor spin are attired like onto Solomon, etc., while 
ihosti who ditch and delve we mere bandies of 
patched rags. 

Presidenta, even in thia republic, come high. It is 
now estimated that the mere maintenance of a 
I'resdent costs the American people half a million 
dollars a year. Hoy many laboring families would 
that sum keep in plenty for the same length of 
time'/ 

fcjoinc people have such peculiir t, isles. A iiiaii 
in Virginia complains that he found a dog tag in 
his can of potted beef. Sorely he did not have to 
eat the tag and one may eonsider it doubtful if the 
packers would insist upon him digesting any por- 
tion of the animal that once wore it, 

Ilojentsveiisky may Ix; eonsidereil fortunate that 
after weeks of .judicial deliberation a Russian court 
came to the eoneliision that a man could not be coii- 
Kidered a coward when he is uneonscious. The way 
Togo got after him was enough to make the poor 
fellow sick, but this opinipn looks very much like 
a Daniel coming to ' ' 



Wdl did Caesar say of tlie lean and hungry Cas- 
Hbs, "he thinks too mneli,— soeh bmo ars daagw>> 
oua." Lean and< hungry men wko'do not read and 



OP 

Now when Jesus was bom in Bethlehem of 

Judea in the days of Herod the King, etc.," Matt., 
2-1. 

"And it came to pass in those days ,that there 
went out a ileeree from Caesar Augustus, that all 
the world shouM be taxed. And this ta.xmg was 
iitst iii;ide when Cyrciiiiis was Govcnor of Syria. 
And all went to be taxed, cvei-y one into his own 
city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee out of 
the City of Nazareth, into Jndea, unto the eitgr of 
David which is called Bethlehem. Because he was 
of the house and lineage of David. To be taxed with 
Mary his espoused wife, being great witk ohild. And 
so it was, that, while they were tbars the dagra were 
aeeomplished that she should be delivered. Luke, 
2-1 to 6. 

Uiily the two gospels above mentioned make any 
relerenee lu the circiiiiistauce, or alleged circum- 
stance of the birth of Christ. Mark and John make 
no reference to it. .Nor is this all for both Mat- 
thew and Luke undertake to trace out the lineage 
of Joseph, the reputed father of Christ, but as we 
are now dealing with the geuelogical tables we will 
uot consider them here. The fact to which we de- 
sire to point is that there is a discrepancy between 
the alleged time of the birth as given by the t 
synoptics. Matthew decliires that it was in t 
days of ll.-riHl the king, Luke is eiiually certain that 
it was diu'ing the time that Cyreuius was Governor 
of Syria. Herod had been dead ten years before 
Cyrenius went into Syria and Christ was born, or 
said to have been bom, two years before Herod 
died,-thiLs making a discrepancy of twelve years in 
inspiration. 

liy a reference to Josephus, the Jewish historian, 
antl n further comparison with the Gospel aceouiit.s, ! 
these errors are made more clear. We ,ire told that 
after Herod's wrath at being mocked of the wise: 
men Joseph took the ehilil into Egyi>t, fearing for 
his life, and that he remained in Egypt until Herod 
was dead, a period of two years, tiod is now said 
to have warned Joseph in a dream that they who 
sought the young child's life were dead and com- 
manded him to take the babe back into Israel But 
God had reckoned without his host. As n matter of 
fact, .Matthew assures us that .loscpli w 
on to the prophecy job that he refused to obcv 
Gods commands, and notwitlishinding being warn-, 
ed of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts 
of Galilee and came and dwelt in a city and called 
Nazareth. And what for? God had i>lainly told 
him to return into Israel. But it must have been 
(Iwt Ood had forgotten, for the reason of Joseph's 
disoMimee is given, "that it mi^ be foUlled of | 
the prophetic be shall be eallad a Naiartna. Had 



It may be that some preachen are really making 
an honest effort to earn a living, and if there be 

such, they are the salt of the earth, but one is com- 
pelk (1 to express the fear that the Christian church 
is a trifle short on chloride of sodium. If profess- 
ing ( hristians were less religiously insane the mille- 
nmm would hit the earth during the present gen- 
eration. The defect in the system is that there are 
too many serving God for the sake of the long 
green. One Stephen Qirard in a plague-swept city, 
(me Thomas Paine riskiag the gniUotine for the 
Rights of Man, Were worth a billion of the sancti- 
fied, who prate about "sacrificing all for Jesus' 
sake. ' Only that man who glorie.s in his work re- 
L'ardl'ss of reward are the world's heroes. There 
can be no virtue in that so-called "gift of the Holy 
Ghost, ' ' which makes a woman hug all the brethren 
and chew the lip of the preacher. 

• • • • • 
Freethought came upon the world as another 
Star from the East, ushered in a new religious 
epoch, a glimmer of light in the darkness of reli- 
gions superstition, heralding the coming day, a 
poising' eagle that burns above the unrisen morrow. 
Freethought is a fragrant life-giving oasis in the 
I ein ary desert of profitless dogmatism, swept by the 
hot w inds of religious bigotry and sectarian hate. 
After years of patient labor the maledictions are 
hushed. The religious world has discovered the 
grand fact that it cannot make successful war upon 
kindness, and Freethought is kindness. The reli- 
gious world has learned that cannot cope with the 
power of human love, and I'Veethought is human 
love. The religious world is also learning that it is 
better to win with kiudnea? than to pursue with 
cruel calumny. 

There can be no longer any doubt about the ma- 
jority of the leatliiig tVeethinkers in America 
strongly favoring an organization of some sort. 
This much is now an established fact. That desire 
is based uptm a positive necessity and a practcal 
demonstration of our impoteney for good work 
without one. Should organization be undertaken ( 
its promoters must Ih> able to profit by the les.sons 
of experience and avoid the mistakes we have made 
uiid. liberal platform, cap- 
trong, capable and cfticient 
le.oiers, may be de|,ei;.!ed upon to win for Free- 
ihou-lit. t)rgaiii/;itioii must be met with organiza- 
tion and principles iiiast be made the ground of bat- 
tle, not persons. The Blade will keep its columns 
open for fortkar expression upon thia iohjeet Let 
us hear from you. Don't fail to qieak ont 



EDUCATION AT HOME AND ABROAD. 
While the professors of the Christian religion are 
directing their afforta to have their ereeda taoj^ 
in publie 8oho<da of New York, the sobeiHaindad 

people of America may turn with profit to the 

Japanese system of education from which splendid 
results have followed. One of our most grievous 
faults is that we have allowed the faddists, espec- 
ially those in the religious Held, too much sway in 
regard to our schools, and yet, all comblBSd an 
unable to pomt to anything approaching ths ms* 
cess obtained by the Japanese methods. 

The q^lendid jreaolts of the moral teaching of 
the Japanese aa approired by the conduct of the 
Japanese soldiers in the late war with Buasia, ren> 
der the teaching of morals the most intonating of 
;di .lajiaiiese education. If the elementary achoda 
icctives i\< ) hours instruction each week, and in 
I he secoM .a l y schools, one hour each week Anger 
,s iMii.bioiled ou the hypothesis ihut il is smiply 
.-:clf-iussertion, and courage is hardiy reckoned as a 
particular virtue to take pnde in. He would count 
his own tune rather than perform a customary duty, 
no matter how hazardous, wou' 1 be counted in- 
famous in Japan. Hence the Japanese soldier does 
whatever he may be ordered, never considering 
the consequences to hims.'ilf. This tremendou<t mftr- 
i<i force of self control has tor its rootfl^ publie »pin> 
on, habit and patr'c tisni, three oi tin strongest 
principles that control imlividual action. On tiw 
other hand religious euthusia.sm seems tO bi wholly, 
lacking in Japanese instruction. 

Japan haa been gradually preparing her children 
for generations, re» Using that boys and girb train- 
ed with system and consistency become men and 
women in the strictest and truest sense. Discipline 
has been made easy by teachers who know their 
subject and how to teach it. The government, 
knowing this, has abolished all forms of corporal 
punishment. Xo Japanese teacher ever loses his 
temper without being disgraced in his own eyes 
and in those of his pupils. Thus, their national 
school system, judged by pnvad nsolts, ia inaon' 
parable snperiw to the edooatioBal syatoma that 
prevail in Christendmn. 

Where Christianity relies upon an enfofoad' n> 
cognition of its religious dogmas, upon all alih% 
the .Master of the Orient falls back upon monl 
philosophy. While children are being taught to 
worship an imaginary monster in the skies, Japan- 
ese chUdrcn are wou by kindness and love. The 
iilccl Oi liics Myt.leuiS upou tlic luiud is tromen- 
duus, and yet, how dissimilar. The Christian child 
grows up in constant irritation, subjecting his 
neighbors to petty annoyances, invoking the aid of 
a sumptuary law to compell his neihbor to do aa be 
does and beUeve what he believes^ while it ia said 
that Japanese children are never known to quar- 
rel and grow up reasonable, self-sacrificing men 
and women, living together in pcac 
and prosperity. 

Then what a farce that we should s 
missiouaiies to Japan for the purpo; 
ing upon their national life a reiigiou 
has proven u hindrance to peace, a curse t« hu- 
manity and a stumbling block in the path of pro- 
gress! Gross the lion with the hyenal Mate the 
eagle with the buzzard I Mix oil and water I It will 
never make any headway in Japan until the char- 
acter of the people have undergone an entire 
change. 

.Now let the religious faddists Lu New York take 
a lesson from the heathen. Let them keep their 
meddling hands off the public school system of 
this land. Let them leam to mind their own busi- 
ness. It i» evident that New York is suffering from 
aik acute ease of Meddler's iteh a^d then ia daag« 
in contagion. Let the evil be suppressed baton H 
is everlastingly too late. 

• e • • • 
HIAVXN AND BILL. 

What is heaven but Contentt 

What 13 hell but discontent! 

The popular notion of heaven, according to Chri*.' 
tian theology, is that it is an abode somewhen 
above the coluds, none knows where, with streets 
of gold and gates of jasper and pearl ; that it con- 
tains a throne upon which sits in regal splendor an 
old man, (iod, with a young man at his side, Jesus, 
and on die otiier, some mystic being designated the 
holy ghost; that about the throne is gathered a 
continual chorus of .m^'clic voices sinu'ing hosan- 
nahs with some trumpets .md harps. All, however, 
wear robes of spotless white and have a crown upon 
their heads. 

The popular notion of hell is that it la a plaaa of 

etemal torment whenin msD, woman and ohIldnB, 
sentient, feeling beings, are frissled In a lake of 
fire and brimstone, while devlLi, large and aBMll 
turn them over and over with long forks to keep 

them well cooking and increse the pain as far as 
they are able. Its location is not known but it ia 
said to be down, beluw, somewhere. 

For the past thirty or more years, the editor 
of the Blade haa been trying to study oat wUah 
of then two evils to avoid. Then may ba a gmt 
deal of diff«renee between bliss and blistMC% bat 
think of the company one is bound to keep fi 
and ever. In the former all are as imm 
bricks, clay in the pott t's hands, all cast in tha 
same mold. No dissension, no doubt, no progreas. 
The same old tune!;, the same old music, the same 
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ON UNIVERSAL I 
EXPERIMENTATION 

PrMtlMl kMMM in Human Phlloao- 
phy TahMi Pnm LIta. IiMM«mI 
. Xm tM OaMnt Fm Hr all Pn- 



(By PARKER II. SERrOMME 
Universal Experimentation 
- When will educators, parents. 
Vraacbara, atatesmen, judges, and rul- 
er* learn that unlvemal experimenta- 
tion tends toward deoay? 

Take an e*sy example— tbe Inven- 
tion of the printing press, typewriter, 
locomotive, sewing machine, automo- 
bll»— aappose our "Blue Laws" had 
VMM ao tar as to permit only ceruin 
ones to do the exi)erimeDtlng neces- 
sary to iirvelop iiu'se various Inven- 

tlon^ i viiv ( atxrees that so fine 

and (lelic-ate is the spark of genius 
that no external dlscrlmlnatioii ooiild 
poaalbiT oull out tboaa baat aqnlvpad 



selves, is the one true rule vf lifi-. ihp 
one sure road to happiness, the ono 
philosophy that can insure the highest 

iman, phyalflal and aoolal 

Astronomy 1 
iltiriiis countless millions of year* the 
law (if «x|)erliiu'ntatlon has Iteen the 
iii..,ms 1,> «hi( li \hr Mars h:n fciiinl 
tli. il pluc.'s aii.l . vaiiiinatiou into Iho 
vatloiis phasoH of plant, animal and 
human life Indicates that no other 
system has ever maintained In the or- 
Rani7.atlon of the mass of wondroua 
coniplex varieties and forms — and aa 
ilii> same for.-.- siaii.ls ready at all 
liiiii' to ii'ach and \iiali/o every phase 
of human existence as It has already 
brought many phases of our lives to 
a point of marvelous beauty and per- 
fection, those who think may no long- 
er hesitate, but ma>- place their full 
trtist and their complete faith in timt 
satne power to conatract through hu- 
man experimentation a human society 
that will outrival In Ita beauty the 
fondest dreams of saints, seers and 
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plagued even as Fharoah's cowk w. re 
with murrain and aa Pharaah himself 
with ▼annlB. W« haT* a oomipulsory 
spraying law, and «T«ryliody must 

spray with lim«, aulphnr and wit in 
mixture with water. So let us all 
spiay that the treea may live. Amen! 



Ill a f. w s.>ci>ndR ho was stniok dead | falhi 
Willi a i'i>lt of liglitiilnK from a [xr- havt 
fectVy cicaj- sky. I know a minister 
who was on tbe spot in a very few 
minutes after U' all occurred. This la 
no mere story, it la a fact. 

"God will not alwaya remain silent 
while the world makes sport of Him. 
Be careful, be careful, oh. men and 
women, how y<,\i deal with God. 



character In ■ Wdiiiaii. what 
have I to do with iheo? mine liour is 
not yet come." (1 will cultivate Intel 
lect, neglect Reason and be like unto 
my father.) 

The action (of such a son), is shown 
in the diluting of the wine. 

The miracle waa understood by the 
initiated to mean small inveatments 
and larRe returns, and this was the be- 



ALLEGORY OF 

THE RED SEA 
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at the Uirmingham and Midland insii- 
iiite In 1877, the Prof, said, It may 
comfort some to know that tliere are 
among us many wnoni the gladiators 
ot the pulpit would call ■thiesls' and 
■materlallstB,' whose lives neverthe- 
lesa aa tested' by any accessible stan- 
dard of morality, would oontraat man 
than favorably with the Htm oC thoaa 
who seek to stamp them with this oT- 
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tkn with the C. H. A D. Railway, Au- 
about the final results, hence any In- 
-terference could bo iioiliint; i l>, ihau 
a detriment to protjrLss. 
* It requires but a step to realize that 
aU humaik acUvlUas, laaUtatlaaa and 
■Mthoda h«re aver bean in a eaoditlon 
of experimentation. 

The making of new laws and repeal. 



writer 
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the 
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•apiiij; machines be 
constructtuK an improvement to over- 
come the deficiencies in the last. 

The coming Jnto the world of new 
religions and new philosophies. Chris- 
tian Science, Soctaltsm, Theosophy, 
Obaimunism, are all crude modela pre- 
sented for test and expermenfatlon 
out of which the future mure rational 
and more p.rfeci pliilo.-npliirs nitisl 
grow. 

Even as the first models of every in 
TentloB baye been found crude and im- 
paffeet attar the original test was 

made so must all creeds, philosophies, 

religions and Institutions be consider- 
ed nolhinf,' more tliaii eriKl,. niiufels 



PRESUMPTION 
OF MORTAL MAN 



Rellglonlat is a Standing Blasphemy 
Against Human Intelligence, Some 
Caustic Companions. 

(By JOHN F. CLARKE). 
The Religioniat ia a aatnding blaa- 
phemy agalnat human Intelligence. The 

attempt to propitiate Qod and Incur a 

favor by Iniproation is an attempt to 



Pharoah'a Locust* were a War Tax. 
Just a Red Sea Figure of war and 
Nothing More. 

(By ED E. JONES) 
I abould. like to ekplaln the mean- 
ing of Pharoah'a kwiiata; but first we 

must recollect that the seven plagues 

of Efij-pt were real occorrences hidden 

that yon and I and others of the coni- 
iium people, might not understand 
111. Ir real meaning, but the truth is, 
i i.at the Jewlah Lorda of flnance were 
doing with King Pharoah's people 
then, what their successors have been 
doing r\,-r since, and what their pre- 



in of May 21, 190C. The idea of a 
bantering God, and Ctod to aaaare 
that he i« Mt to he trilled with. 

accepts the challenge and kills the 

Such an Idea of Deity Is un- 



■•i.illiiim, liiiil.liiiK nial. rials, wages, 
etc.. as had been the case previously 
In other ooontrlea. In the Old Testa- 
ment we read: "Let their Ubie be- 
come a snare to them, and that which 
should have been for their welfare, let 
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not aware, and 1 can hardly assure my- 
self that such a vulgar conception ot 
Qod Is held am) promulgated by a per- 
son whose mind we might preeume, 

was enlightened and purlfled by the 
study of philosophy, and from whose 
lory many ungracious weeds sup- 
it ion had been fully eradicated. 

liiul it to (he eonlrary. It is to be 
on-.l that ih.' sind.v of sei.'nee has 
such a feeble inipies-ion lUKin 
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leading, legislating 
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man of war then and he is a man ot 
war now. He was not then, neither is 
be now a man who hlm ae lf desires to 
participate in war, but he waa and is, 

fond of the plunder accruing from 

war; and the tax levied on the farm- 
ers ami laborers of Esypt in support 



atll through I 



nd expe 
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they are brought to an eflleieni work- 

"^t aeema attluige that while every 
one wonld acknowledge that tbe first 
model of a comparatively simple wash 
4ag machine or a sulky plow can never 
be thoroughly efficient at first, that a 
complex philosophy Involving the mil. 
lions of varylnK effects In human so- 
ciety can be thoURht out !iy some an- 
cient person sittiuK in a cave or iiuder 
a tree or working at the carpenterV-^ 



lU llrat theoritlcal model 

The Presbyterian, the Buddhist, the 

Socialist, the Christian Scientist, these 
have all lieen cocK-sure pmple and be- 
lieved that tbeir ■ worUiug model" was 
the whol,. thInK, Ihe beginning and the 
end of perfection. 

That the Christian clergy can still 
proclaim the working model of two 
•thouaand years ago better fit for opera- 



favor or discrimination," is tbe bur- 
den of moat of the prayers. 

Assuming that prayer will open 
Qod's heart and that He will answer 
an appeal for help, doea not man put 
himself In the light of a pauper by 
accepting a favor that he can not re- 
pay? The idea of answer to prayer is 
the desire to acquire something for 
nothing. But then the Christian says 
that he will serve God. If you will per- 
mit the gueetloii. How tbe hell can a 
man serye or aM Omalpotanoet I re- 
member hearing an E^pisoopalian 
Iriend tell of a visit to a .Methodist 
church 

I met .Mr. Lang on.' .M.iuday morn 
ing ajui he said to me, "Clarke 1 went 
to a Methodist church yeeterday tor 
the first time in my lift, and I never 
was so snr^riaed In my lite. My next 
door neighbor inaiated upon my going 
and aaeur^ me that the revival nun^t 
ings were the beat that he ever at 
tended. I went and one fool got down 
upon his knees after another fool and 
offered the most awful advice to God 
Almighty, that I ever heard of, outside 
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say that if one half th« prayen that 



AN ARTICLE THAT 
IS WORTH READING 



Pertinent Commant en the Subjeet vf 
With 



In a frae country is the moat ookMal 

monument to human Idiocy now press- 
ing Its blight upon a disorgan 



ure, mechanical invention music, art, 
literature, agriculture, etc., all placed 
ntder the hli^t of creed, all made to 
fear experimentation as has been done 

in the field of forni.s, ceremonies, man- 

n.Ts ami eiisl .s, sti..llld still be 

sliiiggliiif,' in 111.' «laik a;;es with one- 
hanilb d iilow.s and sci ibbling our mes" 
sagos to humanity in hieroglyphics on 
the r<«ks. 

Thanks to the daring of -i few we 
have already attained progress in 
many flelda through experimentation 
and so much hare we attained by thta 
method that we know that there can 
l>e no progress without experimenta- 
tion—that those who have thought 
and theorized are now gradually being 
dislodged from every position by the 
life foroe ot humanity which ia grad- 
ually bNaklag them down and Mving 
them snarling and protesting back to 
their caves of ignorance. 

\V< ti.Av liu.iw that cr.t'd and dog- 
ma is noihiiig nmr.' than an attmnpt 
of the IgiKjrant lo enl'oroe the crude 
. first models of philosophy, govern- 
ment and r.'ligion such as man In bis 
childhood was only able to Invent. 

The preaaure which political, eoono- 
mtie and eeelealaatloal graftera have 
been permitted to exert upon the 
masses for thousands of years by the 
use of their "first models" is 



"answered" the whole world would 
have been upset. He said that they 
prayed that the laws of Nature b. 
altered cr suspended." 1 told .Mr. 
Lars that a fellow named Joshua had 
taken it upon himself to command tbe 
Sun to stand still while be did a blood- 
stunt near ajalon. Ood la aaked to 
take sides in oreedal squalk, and to 
ill H !i schlamatiea, to enlarge the 
I 'I aver Houae of HMl ao thai unbeliev- 
ers may be roaated to suit the taste of 
Christian oonnolsures. The one who 
prays and tries to curry favor with 
Omnipotent powers Is a fool or a 
knave or both. I often bear people 
say: "I am doing allthe good I can for 
Christ's aake."- Ther eare nothing 
for human suffering or appeals for 
sympathy. Tliey want Christ to see 
them doing something "in His name," 
-so that "in the sweet bye and bye," 
they will get great praise for working 
for a future reward. WhaA we need 
are equitable laws and an even chance 
for every fellow. We want to stop tbe 
scramble for wealth and position. 

Acident and laws of favoritism have 
elevated men and women above th< 
rabble and they claim that they at- 
tained their good fortune by their sup- 
relor merits or through piety. At the 
actual value of one's labor (average 
|2 per day), one may save a million 
dollars in about 5,00 years, if one is 
thrifty. Yet we And many who ha v. 
"made" millions in a few years, how 
<Md th.-y do It? They did not make it, 

cnx)k 'i'lie tariff, every cent of which 
the consumer pays, enriches a few 
hundred men every year and roba the 
populace. But than the Oovemmeot 
gets the tariff dues. So it does, but 
they are i)ald twice or thric. The 



left them so impoverished that the 
figure used in giving the aooount, was 
of Bwarom ot locoata, whleh devoured 
what remained to the fUmers after 
their other taxes had been paid, and 
which after such devastation ha.l l)een 
accomplished, arose after the manner 
of locusts and alighted in the Mediter- 
ranean Sea. another apt figure, since 
war thei e Is well likened to a sea of 
blo<d, and If the song of the locusU 
was "Pharoah" and their wings bore 
the letter M. or any other relating to 
the ruler ot Bgypt, it waa beoaus^the 
real loeusu were taxes lerlad in Phar- 
oah's name, and the tax raeatyU might 
» ei have be«b algned with hte initial. 

The other viagnaa were of a similar 
nature, for the Jewa through JoseiA, 
who went to Bgypt as a partner la the 
banking house of FoUphar, and who 
had secured for himself the position 
of cnlef senator, and second only to 
the kins, and tnrough whose infiudBce 
his whole family were invited' to 
HJgypt and given the best hand^ In the 
country, were as fast as possiiile, se- 
curing the passage of laws by which 
the Egyptians were being plundered 
and Bgypt ruined. And one of those 
laws waa that boy» fien 14 to 20 years 
of age ahontd aerye a* aoldlera, the 
little ones" and "children" mentlon- 
e I, and tnat was "^""^ time pf the 

s.nate), afitr whit:h the law was pro- 
claimed, "and there was not a house 
in which there waa not one dead," (for 
a aoldler waa eonaldered the tame aa 
a dead man, as he was of no value aa 
a laboier), while the slaying of "the 
.ambH" (the Hgyplian lads,, i 
pa.s.sover ■ was the figure of the draft- 
ing of the Bg.vpiian boys and the ox- 
emptioD of the Hebrews, who con- 
trived to make the law apply to the 
sona of full citizens only, for they said, 
"Against a Hebrew shall not a dog (of 
«g hi* tongue." The 
should have not a word to 
say ooneeming the making of the law 
by whkA they were to be governed. 
And ICr. BSdltor how does that appear 
as oonvared to ihe laws of the United 
SUtes of America? We are told that 
a law waa lately paaaed obliging c 
boya ot 18 yean and orer to serve 
-eoldlers, and a boy is a minor until the 
age of 21 years, to whom liquor may 
not be .s<.ld, exc. pt in vi.dali.jn of law, 
and yet, the same government that Is- 
sues the liquor licenses and makes it 
an offfloae lo aeU Uquor to minors, 
makee aoldfaii^ X«koleaaIe murderers) 
of thoae same mihors. Are parents 
and guardians to exercise no authority 



«ays: 

The lover may distrust, 

The smlie that steals his soul away. 
The Alchemist may doubt, 

The shining gold hta crucible gives 

But faith, fhaatig IMth on a wedded 
ftat. 

To aone dear tialaeamd hngi it to 
heMt . I 

Such is the leucity of the mind t 
johl .III !n .ail,\ impressions, howevt 

ever, entirely rooted out. 

THE HISTQRY 

OFRELMilON 

The Sun Child-Chrla(«hild— ^ Al 
legory Ceneeetatf in Order to 
Prevent The People Fram Seetng 

Truth. ' 

(By SUSAN J. PBCK). 

The story of the child bom a king, 
was that his father was a king, who 
was assassinateii. his 
Into exile wliere she at 
Joa^h, who at his birth claimed him 
aa hla own, aoqualaUng him with the 
flMto rifar^ac hla (nUeratty only 
when he bad attained to tale majority, 
when he returned to bis naUve coun 
try, where he endeavored to enlist 
sympathy and organize an army, with 
the intention of reclaiming the usurp 
ed throne of hie father. Hla efforts 
proved futile, for be waa aoon appre 
bended, imprisoned and executed, 
ivhich closed his career. 

This story gave riae to the one 
which Infidels write ot; to the 
that Jesus, or one of tlioee called by 
that name, was the illegitimate 
of a Roman soldier, as such histc 
were not uncommon. 

The story originating with the Sun 
worshlppMn ia this. Aooording 



STRONG ANSWER 
TO A PREACHER 

Who HeMa « Vulgar Conception of 
QodL Requires Generations of 
Culture to Eradicate Hereditary 



mentation must be Individual and so- 
cial, down to the laat detail of hu- 
KMi Ufa. 

To live linder free inatituttmis, un- 
der a guarantee of freedom and equal 
)iv, Minl. r ail ideal system known as 
ih. liiiitherhoo.l of man," under thej 
educational system called "indudve" i 
Intended to stimulate and vitalise in- 1 
diylduaUty meana that all aflalra of. 
our personal existence, our food, cloth- 
ing, shelter, and relations with each 
other, BO long as we do not invade the 
rights of others and prevent them 
from having the same liberty as onr^ 



ad.ls 



price of the ImporLation. A divert tax 
would be but one lax and the taxes 
would have to stand for it. When a 
"divine" Imports an answer Ui prayer, 
he collects the tariff himself and Ood 
111. I the blessed get it in the necV. 
C' li don't need any money. Hp can 
ii.ake a mi.'* iinil counterfeit so per- 

Ihliik tlial lie hail his own. 1 sui)pose 
that free silver and free gold abound 
in tbe New Jeruaalem if Abraham haa 
not cast Lasaraa out of his bosom and 
taken all tbe eoia to Ua hwurt aD« 



(By A. A. BELL). 
Hi careful folks, how you speak in 
iiiaii. rs of this kind. You may have 
Ihe door of mercy shut tight in your 
face. God does not propose to trifie 
with man's loollakneaa always. 

"Some yeara ago two trayriing men 
were seated together discussing reu- 
nion. One of them was an infldel, and 

«ay iron, where they wer.^ talking 
and looked up into a clear sky, and 
said, "If then be a Ood, 1«( HImatrike 
me thla loiBat with ••- — • 
waited a IMr 



And Their Refareneea to Free 

thought 

By WILUAM COOPBSR. 
A good thing la worth aaylng mort 

tha nonce, so I will, I trust, be pardon- 
ed for again congratulating you on the 
get up of the Itlade since being enlln' 
ly in y<iur hands, 

I did not have time to fully read 
up the two last numbers of Blade, but 
there seems to have been a desire to 
get at the general opinion with a view 
to organizing on a national scale, and 
this Idea carriee me back thirty or 
forty years ago in Ehigland, when as a 
Sunday School teacher, 1 used to hear 
the oft repeated story, viz., that Infl- 



cause atheism or materialism has any 
parUcular oBeoatveneaa Cor me. if I 
wiahed to fla« aan who are ■ompnloaB 

ih their adherence to engagemenU, 

whose morals are their bond, and to 
whom moral shittlness of any kind 
la subjectively unknown, if 1 wanted 
a loving father, and a faithful husband, 
an honorable neighbor, and a Juat citi- 
zen, I should seek him, and I ahoald 
find him among the band- ot "atheiata," 
to which I refer. I have known some 
of the most pronounced among them 
not only in life, but in death, seen 
them approaching with open eyes, the 
gual, with no dread of a 
1 whip, " V. iih no hope of a 
heayeniy crown, and still as mindful 
and aa fhithful in the discharge of 
them, aa if their eternal future de- 
panded upon their Meat deeda. " lU 
no mean attainment, to deserve such 
a grand reputation, from such a world 
»idi' ci-leliriiy a.s I'rof. I.yn.lal, who 

nig in doubt and our aim should be, to 
show to the people with whom we are 
in touch, that we are jMt M ilinarr 
Ing, and honest as thoae to whom thg * 
great scieotlat uttered such burning 
words. 

It would not be good taate for me 

to point out in my own case, the 



of ihos 
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dels 
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enough to do much harm to the cause 
of religion. Well, I looked Into the 
matter, and found that it waa ao, and 
haye no doobt that had the aame "M. 

low the leader" style as have Infidels 

that the results of our i)ast efforts to 

organize would have lie. n inlall.v dif- 
ferent. 

There is something in a man who 
has tbe courage to differ no matter 
even If the subject matter be of a 
useless nature, he dares "to be a Dan- 
iel" to quote the well known hymn, 
and this is the secret of the many 
failures among our liberal, as dem» 
cratlc parties as well as our Free- 
thought followers. I shoiil.l say these 



same peoiile have entiiel.i changed 
their opinion, but such it Is, any per- 
son can And thla out. who goee the 
oorreot way to tiy. Let eaoh one of 

us wherever we are, and whenever 

wc can, build up this gixid impression 
i f what a Freelhinlier should b,-. and 

a.ljum t to any Jiind of national organ- 
izing work that's taken iu hand. I be- 
rieve the Hiedie has a bright career 
before it and let us all help In the 
best way we can, to make It brighter 
still. 
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Atlantic City Excursion 

•kets will be sold via Queen & 
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In politics, the Republican party here 
haa iU equivalent ia Bnglaad In tbe 
eoaae r y a tly or Tory par ty, w hile the 

Liberal or progreatfve p« ryTli^lte, haa 

its equivalent here in the Demdentic 
l>arty. The difficulty being the same 
or nearly so, in the Fieethought fol- 
lowers iu any nation as the liberal 
party in l':nglaiid, ami the Democratic 
party in Aim rira, that Is the general 
aversion to follow a lender. 

If there could be a more general rule 
created, ot the amaller fry giving way 
to men ot more experience, or man 
and better known powers of organtea- 
tion, the case could be narrowed, but 



gust Itith in connection with ^^B. & 
O. TickeU wiU be good 16^ 
date of aale. For parti^^ 
• cCti^MnaesRririt 

C. P. * T. A., Lexington^ 



oft . 




the phinet earth Is once In one thous- 
and years brought under the light of 
a e. iiaiii star (from *hlch was deriv- 
ed th. uanie Chr.st), and during that 
time a great interpreter is bom, called 
the Sun-child, or Star-child, the vibra 
Lions from whose brain aid in the 
brain developmentof others called gen. 
iuses, who are themselves somewhat 
leas InHuenced by the atar'a Usht than 
ia the Sttivehild. Daring the ttane 
that the star is neareat to earth the 
arts, sciences and invention receives a 
greater imtpetus than at oili. r lim. ^ 
Those astronomers and asirolog. rs . 
were able to predict the whereabouts 
of the Saa-eluldwa'a birth, and from 
thla alory, we have the retar«Me to 
the thousands of years of Chriat'a 

Tiie seeing of his star In the Kast, 



the 



nd 



asked of the wise men, wh.'re Christ 
(the next Sun-cnlld) should be bom. 

Among other statements made in 
tbe allegory, was the one that a son 
until the age of 30 years exhibits most 
strongly the traits of his mother's 
character, when he begins lo show 
those of his father, and from that we 
have the passage: "And Jesus himself 
began to be about thirty years of age. 
being (as was supposed) the son Jos 
eph, which was here applied to 



son of a father's ambition and a moth- 
er's love, exhibits an honest love of 
liiHtice apparent In h's treatment of 
nla fellows, until about the age of 30 
years, and from the cause that bis 
mother's love for hlmaelf waa honeet, 
when beoauae of hla father'a dishones- 
ty toward hla unbegotten son, to whom 
he gave only hla selfish ambition (In 
his desire for an heir, not hia'hope 
for a child), he begina to be diahoneat, 
allowing his ambition to obaenre the 
light ot eooacieao*, and there we hgve 
tbe moMiatfaa of laaaoB tmA the 



is the same as the young man learning 
a trade, that ia he knowa more the 
nrat year than he doea «tter he haa 

worked at the same for twenty or 

more years. 

I have often lamented the poor show- 
ing that we Freethinkers make, as 
compared with what we ought to be, 
and I think the idea is very good on 
the part of the Blade to ventilate this 
matter, lo get ideas, to proceed care- 
fully, not forgetting the old proverb, 
vis., "That nothing ought to be done In 
H hurry, but catching fieaa," Why not 
bury the hatchet with any or all other 
branches of the great Freethinking 
liarty, try lo gel other jiarties to do 
Ih.- .same thing, let us all then put our 
shoulders to the wheel, and make a 
mark, let ua nail on our banner the 
eomaiOB aenao aide of na, united we 
stand for much, but dlylded we don't 
amntint to but damned UtUe, and this 
is Ihe bar.' and boneet truth, and the 
si.on. r w.' lace It, and aot in a manly 
way, ilie b. tier we shall advance the 
cause iMi dear to all our bearte. 

No interference need be caused, in 
any form of organizing with the ad- 
mirable Individual effect, such aa tbe 
free distribution of good, books, or 
books at a mere nominal float, like, for 
Instance, Mr. A. B. Bennett of Nor- 
walk, Conn, is. or has been doing, in 



my I 



sed by 



any liind of a head 
reading such a splendid book as 
Paynea' "Age of Raaaon," cannot be 
oreraatimated, we cm sU do thU kind 
of work, in some way or other, but a 
gcxHi book to a careful reader, and the 
pl.-asure he gets ia almoat a compen- 
sation to tiie tender for perhapa allgbl 
Injury to book 

But above all, let us live a life in 
our own individual lives, that will 
more than anything else shut tbe 
mouths of those who are always ready 
to vilify us, let' us strive to fully de- 
serve each one of us, the grand opin- 
ion giveii out by Prof. Lyndal ot Bar 
hud. of hla ezperUaoa ot Vteathlnkera 
tak CMMral. Bpaaktas at » 



Annual Niagara Falls Excursion. 

Tickets will be sold via Queen A 
Crescent Route on July 28th In connec. 
tion with the C. H. & D. Hallway, Au- 
gust 9th in connection with the Big 
Four, August 16tb in connection* with 
the Penjuylvania Liaea and Aognat 
26th in eonneoUon with the Brie RaU- 
way. Tickets good 12 daya from date 
< f sale. For particulars ask the Q. 
a C. ticket agent or write H. C. King, 
. & T. A., i^'xlngton, Ky. 



DANVILLE COLORU PAIR 
Danvllla^ Ky., Auguat 16lh to ITUi. 

Tickets will be sold via. Queen A 
Crescent Route at one fare plus 25 

sale August I lili. l.'jih and ii;ili, final 
limit August lytli. (ireatest colored 
fair ever held in Kentucky. Every- 
thing new. Ask Q. & C. ticket agent 
for particulars or write H. C. King, C. 
P. & T. A., Lexington, Ky. 



NOTE RBOUOTIONa. 
Hampden: 18 aise, "Special tU- 

Way." 23 Jls., $28.00; "New R.-Way," 
23 Jls., $24; Deuber Watch Co.. tl JU-. 
»17: same 17 Jls., $14. 

Elgin: "Veritas," 23 Jla„ tM; 
"Father Time," 21 Jls «22.tO; "& W. 
Raymond." 19 Jla.. ftO; "B. W. Bay^ 
moBd," 17 Jla.. mM. 

Waltkam: •^aagnard." tt Jla.. |M: 
"Creacent Street." tl Jla.. tn.BO; "Ap- 
pleton, Tracey A Co.., Premier," 17 
Jls., $18.60; same, not "Premier," $1<. 

The above guaranteed to paaa R.- 
Way Inspectors. 

Sundries: Waltham P. S. Bart- 
iett." or BgtB "Wheeler," 17 Jls., ad- 
Juatad. BicM. t*: same, gilt, $7; same 
Hampdaa. alekel $8.00; same, not ad- 
justed 17 Elgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, nickel, IB Jls., $6; Elgin or Wal- 
tham nickel, non-catchable hair spring 
7 Jls., $5; Hampden 7 Jls.. gilt $4.60; 
•Standard" or "Century," 7 Jls., $S. 

Al the above in >. S or 4-ounce ail- 



fllled, at . . _._ 

mannftMtarer^ ana my gaarantee nr 
20 yeara, $8. or la hunting eaae, |f 
more. Ia IS year aorew eaae, $8. or in 
huutlag eaae $8.60 more than in all- 
yerine eaae. In aoUd gold eaae. $10 
to ISO more. 

LADIir GOLD WATCHRS. 

Large (6) aUe Bigin. Waltham or 
Hampden, 20*year gold filled, lateet 
style, artistic band-chased, 7 Jls.. $•: 
16 Jla.. $11: 18 Jls., adj., $16; small C . 
siie 7 Jla.. $11.50; 16 Jls., $16: 16 Jls.. 
adj.. $18. "Riverside," extra flae. $24. 
Ia 86-year case, $1 more. In l4-k solid 
gold eaae. $10 to $60 more. Latter 
with diamonds, all in pluah box, pre- 
paid, with guarantee. 

Send for pricee of Watchea not lint- 
ed, Jewetary. RInga. SUver and Plated 
Waia^ Optlflal Ckwda aad My Traat. 
"TMia ia tUC — " ' — 
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GOMESBABKAT 

LirTTEmAN 



Anethtr Exposition In OafenM of 

Single Tax. 



Iti 111.- Iliad.' i>\ .Inly hsl, iiiul'T the 
htmliiiK of Wants Dr. l!anu-» to an 
Sliver," A ljUtlernian persists in his 
play upon words without answering an 
argument, I have adduced, and asl<s 
me to answer statements which I have 
and he a^ain 
ord value. As I 
ha¥» mora ttaa InUmated, there are 
words that are used In a quail fled or 
more than one sense. There is value 
aii.l .x.han.tiMl.lc value. Air, water 
an.l land all have value, and some 
water and some land have exchange- 
•bl* value. Water that requires lab- 
or to produce haai oxcbanKeable value 
and land that a oomnMmlty on or near 
It has exchangeablo value, and the 
value attaching to either should be- 
long to the person or persons who pro' 
diice the value. The exchangeable 
value of water conducted through 
pipes and furred into ..tie s building 
liy a man or company ut men, should 
belong to the man or men who by 
tnolr laibor produced it to jroar honae. 



We single taxers extend the princi- 
ple of tbo right of the people to emin- 
ent doiBAla to It* Ml length. It is a 
prindple In WagOik end American law 
that no one hu aa abeolnte inalien- 
able right above all oOMra to land. 
The public can talM •wmjr mta's land 
for its use — for public parks, build- 
ings, nnd corporations A R. R. canal. 
pil<e ,.r ^,>,y oili.-r n.ad may run rlKhl 
throUKh a man's yard or farm on the 



I Mr. 

I., or any other person. I try to And 

how near we agree rather than how 
far wo are apart— I try to avoid sophis- 
try, and hope Mr. L. will be as con- 
sideiate. We argue that individual 
labor produce* all wealth, and can't 
we argue to «a eqnaily self-evident 
truth that all people produce the value 
of la- I? 



The church knows t 
quently never misses 
It at any time, nothing to the ooDtntry. 



wards ^ranter (Nodom la the nwr- 
riage ralatloa. It doee thte not oaUr 
because of preeeat redvetioB te ita 

but because it sees that even 

old customs dip hard and 



NATURE OUR 
GUIDE TO HEALTH 



Comparison Between 



Old and New 
ature Have 



Chance to Look Wlae. 



(Hy .II IK, 



eventually come when ever 
honored "social codes" must give 



msn B. I^UD) 
time. The following well written article 
place from the pen of Judge Parish B. Ladd, 
about appannd In lu origlMri form to the 
'deetrajring the hoai*,'' nod the oaUr HuMMttartan Review. It is Mprodne. 
thing you can truthfully charge me ed here because of Its merits and the 
with in thie respect is wanting to wide acquaint anre among Blade read 
make it an abode of love, as it should ; ers with tl,.' .\uilior.— Eklitor. 
be, instead of a penitentiary as is the | Becaii; 



by any one man or any number of 

men few.'r than the whole commun- 



I never said as his language seems 
to imply, that land has no value. I 
said land is not wealth— for I agree 



to not wealth of lU eelf per ee, though 

all wealth Is produced by labor on 

land and from land. 

He .says: To prove that capital has 
perfect control of laud ,etc," He cites 
machinery and C the capital. He 
.as ownhig the land. B the tools and 



words carelessly. Capital to defined 
^by political eooHomtota to be tooto 
and machinery or laid up labor to as- 
sist laborers In producing more 

wealth. Capital is wealth— the 



money, and strictly speaking Is nut 
capital, though it may oimunand oapl-- 
m- Bat that Is trivial— admit , money 
t^tmUpmM^ere <Bd oapUal eome 
from? is not land prior to and ante- 
cedent to all capital and wealth? Is 
not all wealth Including caplUl pro 
duced by labor from the land? If A 
owns the land, how could "tools and 
mschinery be produced, and how could 
C do business without A's consent, 
and how get consent without paying 
A la "tooto aad maehlnery" • 
BOB^rT Buppoae Robtoon Oruao own> 
ed the Island he lived on and invited 
men of all nations to come to his fer- 
tile island to farm and build cities, 
!ii.d chaiKed a small rent at first until 
many people and much capital came. 
Then he gradually raised the rent of 
his farm land and city lots 'til he loft 
his tenants a bare subsistance. With 
all their caplUl, they would be slaves 
to Cruao in hto palaoe with 
tlaue ot aenraata. Boah a 
Is natural and reasonable 
things do occur In degree, 
a supjX)8ltion as .\lr. 1... i 



SUPERSTITIOUS AND 
BARBARIC FANCIES 

The Blade Is Again Taken to Task 
Because its Antagonism Toward 
Freelove. Further Discussion of 
The •yalem ef Impeaaibltltlse. 

' (By o. H. grmoB). 
tn the Blado «C June I7th, under the 
heading "Uiwful Love vs. Unlawful 
l.ust.' You impute many things to 

l- r.M l.)vers which you have absolutely 
no .i;rijund8 for. I read the articles 
iliiii I i.hjected to very carefully and 
lielieved that my criticism was Just, 
and to the point. I am of the same 
opinion yet, In aplte of your gentle 
hint that I "shot at the wrong Urget. ' 
i he point oh which I apeeially failed 
to "h.t the martt" seems to have been 
in quoting the Bible method of ob- 
taining divorce, but In view of what 
yoii said anetit .Maxim (iorky. 1 main- 
lained that my .pioiation was perti- 
nent. I have givin away the Blade 
containing your statement about how 
a marriage relation that had proved 
to be unbearable should be terminat- 
ed and am therefore unable to quote 
Ibur ezaet words, but everyone who 
read your statement will bear nw 
witness that the following is the sub- 
stance of It, 

If Uorky wanted a divorce from 
his tirdt wife, he should have gone 
about it in what you considered the 
correct way, namely, by acquiring resi- 
dence and becoming a citizen o/ this 
country, sue for a divorce In the regu- 
lar way^-that to, ocoording ttf laiw— 



rrtease send for the lady of his dwiee. 

Now if that Is not annulling the 
rtage relation, then what is it? 

Yon must admit, then, that I did 
not 'confound method for principle, 
also that you criticised Gorky b< 
cause he tailed to eomttr with tb 
law, and the Blade did "Mk the aan< 
tlon of the magtotrate." if not uf the 
prieet, "to strengthen the tie that 
binds," hence. "In assuming to criti- 
cise the Blade on these grounds," 
aeither Mr. Vobae nor myself " 
off at a tangent." 

Regarding my surmise that you had 
received your ideas about what oonsti- 
(utea adultery from the nble, I would 
gladly give yoa tk* beaeat of the 



criticism of my article only tends to 

oonflmi it. I am nevertheless pleased 

to note a change of front in one or 



,1 and II 



lid I I 



not occur where land was free as the 
single tax would free land. 

Mr, L. forgets that if land is free, 
men could produce their own capital 
and be Independent of both landlord 
and capitalist. Reverting to Cruso 
again, if the land was free to all alike, 
could you imagine any stagnation in 
Inislness-any oppression of landitird 



J Of 



right. 



capil 



uiy nil 



labor. 



I know wvrds, man's InvenUoas, 
coined tot ooavealeace to convey ideas 
ara a very imperfect medium through 
which to coBvey a thought to Mr. Lut- 
terman, yet I thiak I have made my 
main idea clear to most of my read- 
.18 whUih Ifr. U haa entirely failed to 
answer, and that is, the value of land 
Is not made by the owner, but by all 
the eonimuniiy, an.l therefore should 
accrue to the benefit uf all and not 
to the owner. I have also shown as 
a seU-evldeat tyuth, that what labor 



short, to the producer, and that the 

State or .Municipality has no 

economical and accumulated wciilth as 
the state and ail governments now 
do. We single lax. rs defend the right 
to property as no other people do. 
What a man produces should belong 
to him a* against the world— and what 
all the people equally produee should 

belong to them — and land values Is which the vast majority of men and 
the only thint; In the world that all women look at s<>x virtue, adultery 
the p.-ople prodii.'.'. And the only way aiiil matters s. •.\.)loKieal Is di.^tinctly 
to give to the pt-ople the value they rlirislian. Vou cannot thoroughly 
give to land la. by a single tax on land secularize marriage without conceding 
vataaa. I have aakad Mc L. to aa-|perfeot (raadom la (ho rolattsa. 

t *> IM lat R «■ aa 



them, and next to being 
recting our mistakes is about the best. 
1 am not so benighted that 1 was 
aware of the fact that marriage, in one 
form or another, fhr pmtodatea at least 
that part ot OhristlaaMy tBat to rap- 
posed to have had its beginning with 
the teachings of Christ, but I also 
l<now that, not to mention. Old Testa- 
ment tlmesi, marriage, as well as most 
other institutions in socalled Christian 
oountriee, were under the absolute 
control of the church for several cen- 
turies, and thte being the ease, a "ridi- 
culous social code," has naturally been 
"built up around it" Having been un- 
der the sway of the church for such a 
k>ng period of time, it Is not to be 
wondered at that its marriage ideals 
have been so deeply 
become the prevailing ones even with 
advanced thinkers, and hence the ma- 
jority of Freethiakem. as weU aa 
Christiaas regarA tha marrlaga oarr 
mony, with the same superstlttous 
veneration. So that no matter if we 
have letral -.ed another form, the fact 
still remains, that customs and social 
usage are so ingrafted into our very 
beings as to make it almost unopera- 
five in fact. Therefore, aitht^h the 
church has ceased to be the sole arbi- 
ter in these mattersi it nevertheless 
virtually dominates 



lian Scientist (a huge misnomer) 
li.'tter than the Allopathlst. 

Let us now look at man in a sti 
jf health, and aeo what can be done to 
keep him thare. 

Here rules ci hygiene come to the 
front and tell us how to follow na- 
ture and thereby preserve health. The 
two main sources of all diaeases are 
cold and derangements of the alimen- 
tary organs. Colds may almost be 



I fails 



. nrs 



with a great number of establish- 
ments that pass muster as "homes" 
today; neither did I advocate license, 
but freedom based on knowledge. 
Freedom will naturally abolish license 
and tend to leaaea soK-iadttlgaaee be- 
cause we oaa have tntiam oaly with 
Intelligence ahd as reason will be 
gtilde In all things we will be pro- 
:ed against tiarmful and Intemper- 
indulgence not only in matters sex- 
but In everything else. I don't 
know where you get your authority 
for supposing that Freelove would 
work such havoc, but you certainly did 
not get it from Freelovers, as to a 
man, they advocate greater setf-coo- 
trol in these vital matters. They not 
only trace the danger of over-indul- 
gence, but also that when continence 
becomes harmful it ceases to be a 
virtue. 

As to " natural rights," they are no 
good unless you are In a position to 
enforce them, and in that case they 

not needed. "Natural rights" used 
IP the .slogan of the idealist phllo- 
i.TS an.i like th,. most of their 
osopliy, it dill nut have a basis of 
fact to rest upon, ct)nsequentiy it was 
swept away, together with many other 
conceptions of that period, when the 
great law of evolutioa was discovered. 
Aa evolution is based upon the strug- 
gle for existence, and aa the straggle 
for existence to guided eatirsly by 
what is expedient, it is plain that not. 
rights "cut no ice," Blackstone, 
vithstandlng. As an illustration 
have only to remember the (ate 
of the countless extinct species, 
cording to the doctrine of natural 
rfghu they "had a right to life, -etc. 
but not being able to hit upon aay ex 
pedlency to meet t 
changing conditions 

contend, they fell by the way- 
side, carrying their "sacred" and "nat 
ural rights" with them. The only 
ceivable doctrine of rights Is on 
equal rights — the right to do as 
le so long as doing we do not 
OB the equal right of others to do 



been brought about entirely 
of its expediency. We have slowly, 



but surely learned, through hard ex- 
perience, that it we would be free we 

tolerate slavery in our midst. 



Yoi 



that 



L- for 



■the 
male 



to di 

toms or detect the cause. 

the head, it 
cured by a 
few doses of bromide, to which add a 

hot bath and a thorough rubbing, al 
\va>B av.>idlng a sudden cooling off 
If the <'.>ld tends downward, it should 



much of his active life to the practice 
of the law, and the few last years In 
writing on the reiigiona of the world, 
ancient history and philosophy, the 
of life, government, etc., it 
should not be Inferred therefrom that 
he has not found time to study ana- 
tomy, physiology, hygiene, etc., leav- 
rlica and therapeutics 
to the physician. 

And now, as preliminary to a discus- 
un of the 
caption to this article, allow me to 
say, that if one caa flad no Ume to de- 
to more than one branch of learn- 
ing, let that be the study of the mode 
of life best suited to maintain health; 

on one's health depends all comfort 
and nearly all happiness. A good way 

come a suhs<;ril..T t., sonic- one or 
more of the nuin.^rous publications de- 
voted to teaching the laws of liealth 
and hygiene. 

One who is bora with a fklrly good 
conetltution should, barring aeddanto 
live a happjr life, dying only when the 
human machine is worn out with sge; 
and thto may also be said ot thorn who 
have not Inherited the germs of fatal 
disease. Disease, in the sense of the 
word as herd used, consists in the de- 
rangement of some one or more parts 
of the m-ganlc structure. 

Tha organism, ^haa seen throagh 
the mkroecope, preoania a aarlea of 
living cells, each an independent or- 
ganism. Collectively, they constitute 

ous vartf.l, correiau-il poinis, each de. 
pendent un the harmonious action of 
all. In most diseases, any cause which 
disturbs one part of the organism af- 
fects all to a greater or less extent, 
some local injuries being an excep- 
tion to this rule. Meet of the ailments 
aSectlnc the humaa family have been 
elassliled and given epedal names, 
and the physician of long practice has 
learned that each specific disease Ken' 
erally yields to a certain treatment; 
but this Is far from true In all cases, 
for the same treatment will not always 
do for the same symptoms, even in the 
tn different 



he lo.dieHl after in Its incipient stages; 
othewise. serious complications may 
arise. The natural tendency of such 
colds is to retard circulation. Tha 
waste fluids of the body, whose natur. 
al escape to largely through the pores 
of the sUn, moot not be aUowed 
congest In the pores, as such conges- 
tion shuts up the outlets for the 
cape of effete matter, which is drt 
Ijack into the system where its poli 
in the ous germs may entail maladies bard 
to get rid of. 

Wbse the nutritloue properties ot 
the feed have been assimilated with 
the organism In, the building of living 
cells, the refuse should bo allowed lo 
escape throtiHh the natural outlets of 
the system. When this refuse and ef- 
f.'te matter is carried back into the 
lil.Kxl it oppres.ses the weakest organs 
het-e it may entail serious trouble. 
If the lungs, pn«iunooia or consump- 
tion; if the kidneys, Brltfit's disease; 
or the liver amy flnt tsal its effecu. 
The best remedy In this class of cases 
as in pneumonia I know from actual 



borne remedies. But la spite of all 
precautions, one is sometimes caught 
napping, as I myself have been. 

One who expects to get .along In 
harmony with Nature, must keep hto 
sooounts property balaaoed, for aka 
accepts no w c u aa i or vlearioaa ct- 
fers of a 



1 thorough s 



r hot w 



bath— remaining in the bath until the 
body is heated through and through- 
followed by a bard rubbing of the skin 
with a coarse, dry towel; then go to 
bed and sweat, not getting up unfll 
warm and dry. If the first bath does 
not bring relief, ropeat 
If the odd haa not thus besa trfa^ 
ed call in a physician and follow his 



15; far 



pititr rf dii 



ea.ses arise from eating improper food, 
and eating too much and too fast. One 
should eat riowly, so as to allow the 
food to be weU chewed and freely mU- 
ed with the saliva and gastric Juice. 
The food should not be of a quality 
coax an imwllllng appetite. Eat only 
when hungry, and then only coarse, 
plain foods, and always stop eating 
with a little appetii 



•, clojrs the natural avenue of ejec- 
an.l disease of .some kind is sure 
to result. When costiveness to thus 
ed, a syringe skouM ha wati, 
which will aflOrd rsltaf at OMK 

Most remedies Ua wfthta tha «•<•• 
vince of the patient himadf, but whaa 
for any reason he fails to discover tha 
cause of the malady, or to apply tha 
proper remedies, he should consult aa 
lerlenced physician. Thn writer of 
< does not mean that we should en- 
:ly dispense with the physician, 
only to give hints which. If fol- 
ed, wui lead to the avdMaaoa or 
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the most wholesome of foods. Vege- 
tables, coarse bread nad fiiUU serve 



common property of animals " will not 
bear investigation. Anyone that is at 
all familiar with the habit* of ani- 
mals, known that tha contrary to per- 
haps nearer the truth. If you had out 
out - one" aad snbstttutadi "tha^ thaa 
your sUteaMBt would hava baoa la 
harmony w4th "t^ mnale ot tka 
spheres." 

I think you are needlessly severe 
ia your censure of our sex. Surely the 
vast majority of fathers provide for 
their families for other and worthier 
reasons than simply because of the 
restraining influence of marriage? Do 
men love their wives and children be- 
cause of the marriage tie. or in spite 
of it? Are yon willing to admit that 
the married men were a disreputable 
set of John Henry's before they re- 
ceived th* saactioa of th* law oa their 
love? If aot, nhy aotf No^ the fact 
that these same men loved their sweet- 
hearts just as much, if not more, be- 
fore they married them, certainly goes 
to show that marriage, in itself, does 
not enhance the potent charm of 
love. The further fact that the Inten- 
tions of these men were Just as honor- 
able before marriage as after, plainly 
shows that your terrible dread of the 
"John Henry's" Is simply a 
nightmare. 

You are at liberty to take either 
horn of the dilemma In the case of the 
State of Washington vs. Beebe. They 
are both loaded and are both products 
of the nystem you defend. 

I am hMllaaA to agree with you that 
"tk* «o«tria* ot aootiaaaca < 
lence to the law of man's being," and' 
it is very doubtful if "woman is super- 
erior to man" in this respect. That 
• man makes her superior by demand- 
ing that she be better than he," Is sim- 
ply a threadbare ptotitude, deelgned 
no doubt as aa excuse for not practis- 
ing what we preach. We oug 
be ashamed of such nonsense! 
keep on telling her that she Is our 
superior and deny her equality. Such 
a proceeding is a direct Insult to the 
mother of the race! She can In the 
very nature of things be no b 
no worse than her brother man. They 
are both chips ot the same block and 
tk* 4tt(w«aoa to aolair oa* at m, tor 
vhMi lat hi ttaakiai. 



persons, aad so tb* practice ol medi- 
cine can hardly be classed as a science, 
It Is still la ambryo-^aa experiment. 
The doctor finds certain symptoms, 
tach-] diagnoses the case, names the disease 
s the iin.i prescribed. The patient i;ets no 
better, and a different remedy is re- 
sorted to; it fails, and the experiments 
are kept up natll the patient dies or 
iete well. If he geU weU, natun has 
performed the cure, sometime* slli^t- 
ly aided, when the doctor geU the 
credit for the cure; but, if the patient 
disa, It could not be avoided, for the 
disease wss fatal! 

Not long ago the practice was large- 
ly blood-letting and calomel — both In- 
jurious; nor did the doctors give up 
this practice until forced to do so by 
ridlcul* aad con 

so<alled remediea being driven out of 

use, drugs In almost endless variety 

came in The allopathlst becami 



ine and classify the diseases. But 
he went on experimenting with drugs 
almost without limit. He contintlbd to 
diagnose the coses and experiment 
with his drugs. Now it to well known, 
and admitted by all hoaeat physicians, 
that far th* greater portion of these 
drugs are more or less poisonous. 
When a person contracts a disease, 
iture at once goes to work to re- 
move It, and if let alone, generally 
makes a cure; but when the drug prac- 
it loner is called in he must appear 
wise and "do something." A prescrip- 
tion on the drug stor* to given, aad a 
strong, generally deteriorating drug to 



recommend the free use of meats, 

while others prefer an almost exclus- 
ive vegetable diet. As an excuse for 
meat eating, the Incisors are cited to 
iirove that man is intended by na.ture 
as a cr.iss between the carnlvora and 
the lierhivora; but this does n^t sus- 
tain that theory, for the vegetable-eat- 
lave the si 
weU as all 
many other herbivorous animals. The 
eating of meat is more of a habit than 
a demand cf nature, but it Is a habit 1 
of long duration — perhaps too long to 
be entirely abandoned with Impunity. 
Aside from pnjttcal deamada. aaother 
element cornea to tha tMat, yla.t All 
anlmolg have a natural daaira to pre- 
serve life. 

No one kind of food can be prescrib- 
ed for all alike; each must consult na- 
ture and there learn what kind of food 
his organism requires, always looking 
out that habit does not wajp his Judg- 

Carbon and nitrogen oonsUtute the 



Tickeu good going aad rstaraiac aB 
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A variety of food 

serves best, but meat may be entirely 
avoided, except wh.Te its liabitual 
rong to be overc<ini.> with 
punity. When too much f<x>tl ia taken 
Into the stomach at one time, on 
part of It ia assimilated and the 
of it. In a crude, undigested state, is 
thrown off through the colon. Undi- 
gested food, not having reaehad a fluid 
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Thto druggiag business, like the old. 
: blood-letting and calomel practice, 
^ps been carried to such an extreme 
mon saase to again coming to 
the rescue. Out of thto abuse has 
grown up other medical ayatama, th« 
prominent among them, Homeo- 
pathy. If there is no real virtue 
this little-sugar-pill practic*-, it has had 
the effect .>f holding up the indiscrim 
mate drug slaughter. The Hoineo- 
pathlst. if a man of long practice amd 
ability as rumitared with the Allopath- 
lst, Is the safer of the two practition- 
ers, for he lets Nature have her course 
throwing In a little aid when required, 
otherwise he and the Christian Scien- 
tist oocupy tha same grouadi. Where 
the disease to purely 



GREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

QOD, SATAN AND HOLY QH08T ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS OP 
PICTION. HEAVEN AND'hELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CON- 
SCIOUS LIFE IS EXTINQUISHEO AT DEATH. 

The Church of Humanity toachee thf^e «reat dleooveriee through lis 

organ, "The Truth About Qod," which it publishes monthly, and It* e* h o n l, 
"The Central Kansas Business College." which teachee Steaography, Type- 
writing, Bookkeeping, Commercial Arithmetic. Penmanship, and Spelliag; 
and "The Truth About Qod" in a general course of study glrsr. by th* Um 

porary International Instructor for the thtrch. 

The Church has 100 Lira MBMBBR8. 
organise and Incorporate. The first thoi 



and organisers of the CHURCH OP HUMANITY. 

If you have loved ones i— ^-^-i 

Ing a dead man named Jesus ani? a myth nauMS Qoi, ym 

Church and it vlll aid you ia freeing them. uUjm aavtaf jrm 
from becoming Idoiatara by taaehlag them Tha IMfe AkaH M. 



sHmMis t 
!■ » «ssi 



Editorial 

(Continued from pa^'e 



I earthly reason why snch a system should ret 

' attoinptcd. "With the notion of sex added, t'; 
would 1)0 sopidus danger in such a plan. The 15:. 

tlio sole (i(>sire is that of its 




theou, who could ... 

neither marrjing or giving in marriage in the 
abode of the saints. To be chained to such com- 
pany and such condition* would impel another 
Lucifer to start another ^"'^ " 



1 child, the grandest trinity known to htimnnity. 
As matters now stand, a direct result of our pres- 

____ '111 social system, women an' not nci'dnlcd th<' free- 

IJ^olulionbefoM^hey had^ «l"ality that fall upon man in the selec- 

• ' - 1 mate. Man hns tin- wh 



time to pass the hat. The way to acquire all this 
questionable celestial happiness is to make your 
self miserable here, by repeating poifunttory pray- 
ers and aukuowledping yoursilvis to be niis. rablo 
sinuors unworthy ui: rcdeiiJi>tH'i.. in an oihut to 
ujakc tiicmsc'lvcs IVcl wortliy ; trausci'n.ient 
slush the followers of urlhodux ri hi;iou have taken 
abundant pains to transform our stales into practi- 
cal theocracies, our legislative ass^ uibliea into ecu- " ' 
meuical councils, whereby the religious dogmas 
entertained by the minorty are declared the law of 
tte laad and enforced by judicial proceas, the po&se ' " 
oomitatua and the entire military torce of the gov- ' ' 
emment. To further enforce fuse nostrums more 
than one-half of the tui-pa\.i - ..n ^ysiLUiatnally 
robbed every day. The vciy i);.i.irus of the pour 
are robbed to j)ay the lat salaries oi' soeallcd sacrcJ 
winvljaiuuiiis bi Lai.se ihuy rei'mse to dig down into 
then- jeans to pay I'lc price of saving grace. 

W hile volumues have been written upon the sul)- 
ject of heaven, but few writer. luiTe.undertakou! lf;«t so^et^^ 



female world 

ov,T wlii-h he iiia.v ro,,m :uu\ he is privile^'e.l to 
vrck w iiicbi'ver he ple;ises. Of course the woman 
has a right to refuse him, but that does not mitigate 
iVoin the privilege he enjoys to aeek her hand and 
Ijeiirt. On the other hanc^ wtOnan anHt perforce 
reiimin within the narrow confines of a eircnm- 
M rilx'd < ircle. She unist not and cannot roam at 
will, plni'kin!: masculine flowers, if any she find, 
l)iit mnsi wjiit to he asked in marriage by one of a 
1! iiuiiiix'r of personal admirers. It may be, 
h> T. after all, a miserable underfiiking, in" that 
;m after her o\\u I'.eart nniy nevT appear upon 
ihe threshold of her life and she must take of what 
is offered, if she take at all. Thia ia one of the ridi- 
culous barnacles of social oustraik that haa emanat- 
ed from uur present social code. It is unjust, un- 
ei|ual and tjTannous. Many a worthy maid is oom- 
[lelled to smother the all-eonsunung fiVe of love 
Init bums within her, daring not to make it known 
bold and bad. If woman 



Take i 



a treatise on heU. The preacher^ atodiooaly avoid j were given a » - ' -l''- J" < -•-I><;ct equal with 
it, probably, on account of their personal, though i there vonhl be leu baelu lors left in the land, 
rather serious, misgivings, ahould some sky-pilot 
have occasion to use it or refer to a m the readiui; 
of a teit or during a laborious sermon, he speak 
it as lightly as i)ossible and ti le:, lu make it su 
as near heaven ;t> jie can. In s mie vague 
induces otinrs to believe Ilia I tlic Lord \i 
him personally responsible for the sins of 



that if htt can win a few poor, half-witted men and 
women to a belief in Christ, he will be able to roost 
uu some roseate cloud with a halo and a harp, at- 
tended lay a choice assortment of she-angebs. On 
the other hand, those who decline his invitation to 
chip in the contribution box, merits damnation and 
are 'lestiiied, foreordained, to si/,/le :uid friz/.le in 
^ell- 

WhaL a beautiful pi.-iau .if llic hereafter! If 
there be a life in the -leat beyond, with punish-^ 
meiits and rewanis, jnen wdl prefer to choose theii' i 
own path withuul ihe aid of any theological BUTvey- 
or. To insist otherwise is to mistake bile for benev- 1 
oleuee, and a chronic ease of the meddler's itch for 
a call to p^«aeh. And yet, this is supposed to be a 
land where men are guaranteed the enjoyment of 
the fullest and widest religious li'nerty. Only those 
enjoy it who arc wUling to i>n\ the price and that 
price is persistent caluinny and poltieal ostracism. 

If heaven is happiness, then is happiness to be j 
found in content, lie who is content is happier by 
far than any inliabitunt of the grandest heaven 
potBted by a liubens w of which Wlnortal Homer 
sang. He who is not content ia living in a hell 
deeper and more diabolical than Qoethe or Dante 
could ever picture in their wildest dreams. Ihese 
we experience here and we need neither prayer or 
preacher to help us to win the one or shun the 
other. They are both living, present realities. The 
salvation of man depends upon man alone, lie 
can save himself, but others cannot. His salvation 
comes by honesty, sincerity and truth, aided by 
rightfiU toil and honest labor and the day of his 
nlvation is now. Gods come and gods go, but man 
remains. Yesterday it waa Jupiter, today it is 
Jehovah. Cults and creeds have swayed the minds 
of millions, but gods and cults and creeds will all 
be swept by the IJroom of Time into the world's 
great rubbish heap as the broken pia.M liin^'s of 
man's mental hal.v ho.Ml, and becojin' f. r.-^erlust iu 
the murky slia.h u uf Ihe cmlurH S. 

If hell lie ,iiseoiilent tlicii liou ninri, i„ il lias the 
Christian .-li-ion hmu-ht upon the wnrM i Inlinile 

to say nolliu}.' of ,lealh' and .le-i.elati..n, all iiave 
been the necessary ecmcomitauts of the Christian 
creed. It could not l^ave flourished, otherwise. 



will, there is some force in Prof. 
-imLTeslnm of probationary marriagea. 
\ people marry today without properly 
.„tid knowing the true character of the one they are 
y"hc >u)iting with as the maSk usually stays on until the 
Ijol^i domestic partnership gets under way. Many a 
woman finds out, when it is too late, that she ' 
tie.l to a fieni 



A Change Came Upon Him. 
rranklin, Pa., Janus Hughes.— 
Some time afo I had a controversy 
with the agaaagwMBt o( tte paver 
over ssadtac aay UU oC HM tor ooUec- 
tion *nd I paid tbe same ordering my 
paper stopped accompanied by some 
s .oi l word.';. Tlio pa|> i lia.s been com- 
i;m and 1 11 l.o (lai\uuHl il I |)ay for it. 
II was no (;uod up until lately and I 
must say it has been very good lately. 
Your last Issue of July 15, 19W is a 
dandy, and if it Is to be up to that Is- 
sue I wiant the Blsde. So I send you 
cheek for fUM, mmA sm tha Blade 



Filled With Precious Gems. 
Unffiilo. N. V,, Kd.tnr lilad.'.- -rira.'si' 
send uiy Hlado to 174 North Tcirl St.. 
Buffalo, N. Y., until further notice. 
Old address waa 1»M Forbes BL. Pitta- 
burg, Fa. I oanaot baar to miss a copy, 
lU pages are filled with predtoos mna 
with which to bedeck tbe IntelleaL— 
H. L. HANSCm. 



Peters. Nehntska, J. B. Hughes:— 
• Rome Book" received, 1 flad it very 
interesting. I thank you and Dr. Wil- 
son from the bottom of my heart for 
gettlBc ont snek a tae book.— OBO. 



We Can Organize. 
Oenton, Texas, Jas. K. Hughes.— ESl- 
clospd find P. O. for $:i.tB, for which 
move my tag up to 19iiT and send me a 
copy of Dr Wilson's Rome Book. About 
organization we can organise for the 
beneflt of onraelvaa, and naay ba tOr 
profit to o^ers. What we oaa do tat 
a great many that oaanot be made bet- 
ter without some BC 
can tearh that they n 
lion iiefore there Is any forgiveness 

It somettmea Ulmg H. R. Blrmstone 
to scare a man to do right for such, let 
them have It from any source, but If 
we ran teach a person to do right for 
the sake of doing right and feeling 
better from the act, then let ua do it. 
I say organize and let ua try what are 
here for it la not to help our fellow 
man — ALEX COLLXSS. 



On a Sound Plan 



■Id, Va. 



.las. 



Ihmh.s 



make ifia dek. aot wortk a «aw fla. 

Socialism is the only party ia the 

world which capitalism with Its tag- 
tails church and state fenr. If Free- 
thinkers starts a new party capitalism 
will slap you on the shoulder and call 



hi! 



1 pa 



form, where once she 

l.iiiy a man, too, finds a 
oiiee he thought her a 
Ihe Madonna. Yet, they 
1 1 death, or divorce doth 



Incisive and Interesting. 

Warren, Pa.. Editor Blue Qrass 

niaile - I rereived the 2 Rome books a 
few ila.is ji;;o and was surprised to find 



thirty cents. One dollar for the good 
old Blade, and thirty cents for the 
two Moor* Memorials you sent me. 

The Blade is all O. K.. and I think 
will be read more generally by 
tenderfeet than when unr laio l!ro. 
Moore waa editor. But still 1. tor one, 
misa the two edged sword of Brother 
Moore, who spoke and wrote regard 
lea« of where or how they hit. The 
world is bound to revereucc a man of 
thia character whether he be always 
ri^ or wrooc Let ns orgaaise on 



haste slowly. Oive plenty of time for 
our best thinkers and writers to delve 
the UKiSl feasible plan. Uetter be a 



I state, 



tol 



hieh 



le time and inclination to make a 
study of tlio court records of this eotmtry, The 
lil.'ule ventures the assertion, that «f all the suits 
lil.'d for divorce dnrinpr the past ten years. tlf> 
majority came from couples who had been married 
less than two years, many less than a year. AVli.it 
are these but mrriafres of eonvenienee.s ? And wh;it 
iire mapriai,'es of eonvenienee hut the most shaiiiful 
;md (lis-rac ei'iil of any marriafre known to man? 
Did Ihe Blade have full jurisiliction over .such cases 
Mieh proceeflings would not long be tolerated for 
I hey simply make a mockery of the law and the 
eoiirts, having never entered the marriaga relation 
with honest intentions in the first place, relying 
upon Ihe wrontr doing of one or the other to bring 
.ilioiit a sepiiration in due time. Any system that 
leud to abolish.rr. at least i-edue? the evils 
p. i uiiiiiiig to ihe proo o stem. sImhUiI Lie wel- 
■ ii'.d and '.'.vwi a fair ir.^'l i;i<i iiivestitt'tioil, but 
lli_- lUado decry any "loo.si'iiing" j)roeess 

w hereby the home and the human relation would 
he degraded or injured. 

Look at the nibjeet as we will, and its impor- 
tanee demands attention hitherto not accorded it, 
no ham can follow if couples contemplating ma- 
ti liiiony were Jicconied opportunities of knowing 
. aol, ,,i'her better, before takhirr the final step. Both 
niiirht to he able to know the domestic as well as 
I hi' .social siile of the eharacter of their prospective 
partner. It is certain that fewer marital mistakes 
would arise and this is worth .somethiuK. 



.Mr. Sacks one dollar was for a liook 
nnd the other to help the Doctor on 
his trip. InckMO 80 eenU in stamps 
to pay the postage on the books. Dr. 

Wilson has written a very incisive and 

interesting book and it is to be regret- 

j words and drops the average of hl.s 
style. Have this book pruned care- 
riiUy It would be almost a claaslo work 
of travel.— a O. X. 



in to jumble up ai 
I hurry. The pi 
ould mean failure 



meaah dtvldhis from the real tssoe. 

■ncloaed find one dollar for Dr. WIl- 
son'a BotA, "A Trip to Rome." I diil 
■end yon fl.lB for it once hut you 
credited it on the Hla.le. I was just 
thinklns of Brother C. C. Moore. In 
his book, "Dog Fennel In the Orient, ' 
on page 96 Uaa U aad basla thus: 
"Satans aad popes aad a. s. 1" nare 
he explain what Is oomlng. Moore 
waa a SoolsUat. but Just said t» ba 
not, becana* he wanted to be ooatrair. 
M. ORAN; 

All Right, Shoot Away. 
Mound, Minn., .Mr. Jas. E. Hughes— 
.\s Susan J. Peck seems to be the only 
iu i suu who has responded to ' Who'll 
Take Thlg Task," and appear to be en- 
gaged la explaining the New TeaU- 
uk,at oaly, aa Mr. Schmid proposed, I 
should like to tanlsh letters for the 
Blade, giving the occult meaning of 
I lie Old TeKtaJuent. It sivins to me 

not ihinl< that I shall cliibh with Iho 
iud.\ nieutioued for I probably received 
my theological edueatiflii Ctob lha 
same source, aad ia awnii tha aaaa 
manner that she did hers.— R. JBN- 

KIWS. 

Jesus Will Settle The Bill. 
Editor Blue Qrass Blade— For your 
paper, I will vrtta the reason I beUeve 
in the OhrtatlM reUdan. I amrn 

doubted a future state. The preva- 
lent idea wes to do good and you 
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Freethinkers as a rule, 1 believe are 
independent thinkers. And among In- 
dependent thinkers you And many 

thimghts, and as a rule every thinker 
thiriUs his thought is lh.' only one to 



1 aftei 



W(. 



■ P'l 



nil i 



This 



I .lal 



i lo. 



ielf-government ari 
e. Orthodox Chris 
miikes the (;hris 
, to civili 



proKre> 

.'.iloji and human hapjiiness. Iteli^rous crazes thrive 
11 persecution, for there is considerable truth in 
I lie saying, "the blood of the martyrs is tin- seed 
of the church." After all science, and its applica- 
tion to the aftidrs of huniau life, becomea the only 
Tliere is nothing in it that appeals to man and j medium of stdvation. and science has no (fixaH re- 1 



Editorial Worth the Priee. 

Louisville, Ky., Jas. B. Hughes,— E:n- 
closed please find P. O. Money Order 
for $2.15, one dollar to move u^ my 
suljsorlption for the Blade to June, 
ISicT and $1.16 for one copy of Dr. J. B. 
Wilsons' Rome Book. Am delighted 
with the Blade: some of your editor- 
iala alone are worth the price of a 
year's eubscriptlon. Dr. Wilson's fun- 
eral address anent Oapt. Henry Is 
a masterpiece. There Is no better ad- 
vertisement for Dr, Wilson's Rome 
Hook than the ICth Chapter published 
in last week's Blade. Am sorry that 
I eaniiot he!], >(.ii ^ciini.; i.cw Mib- 
scribers, am a coiniue! <-ial traveler 
and away from home eleven months in 
the year. Should like tor you to write 
an editorial about irhsra Gala got bis 
wife? As we are all sinners from 
Adam, would like to know whether 
the people where Cain's wife came 
from had anything to do with Adam's 
transgression? etc., also how can an 
American citizen be a Christian, sub- 
scribe to the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, framed by three godless Infidels, 
Thoa. Jefferson, Benjamin FraaUin 
and Thos. Faiae, at the same time 
preteadlac to bMeve la God's holy 
word as plainly expressed in Romans 
xlii, and rebelled against the rightful 
Kovernnient of his "nio.st gracious" 
n.aj(»ty, King Get)rBe III. of England? 
Inconsistency thou art a Jewel. — R. A, 



the devil on politics and other leading 
questiona of the present time. In 
fact a truly liberal mind on all topics 
of today, l» a rarety you seldom meet 

with. Hut If we are to get results 



r lor 



women of reason. It can prosper only by brute : s])c< t for cults 
force. The sword and the fagot, the poison eup and j harmony with 
persecution as cruel as hell's pains, have been the ihe revelalion. 
most potent weapons in the hands of the priesthood tbat ( hristiari 
wearing the livery of Christianity. in>r lo m.iiikiii 

PuUy and ^rop- rly analysed, Chriatiani^ ia hell | ''"^t""' ""'>' " 
enough, to' be rid of it would he hearen c " 



If revealed religion ia not 

moiist rated fact it is the fault of 
.1 of il„. fart. It IS ,i.,w known 
hrou.J, . iirse instead of a bles.s- 
thal whatever rewards it has to 
s orntl few receive them. Its jug- 
1- the heads of the millioi^ instead 



Agrwee WMi Dr. Seheck 

Cal., EJdltor Blade.- 



ipon super- 
stition Willi a solid front. If this can 
he done the leaning lower of priest 
and preacher-craft will soon tumble 
to the ground. I think (this Is mine 
some one else may thlnlt difTerent), 
we should steer clear of poiiiics for 
some years to come at least. We can 
do sanfe, soattered we aro j.y work 
Ing In the leadlnu iii"^tle!> of'tottijr, 
using our InfluiMi. e In the ihosi' 
liberal meti possilil. to make and exe- 
cute our laws. I have traveled over a 
great portfem of our United States, 
from coast to coast and ftnd few if 
any localities where Freethinkers are 
In force enough to cut say Ice in poll 
tics as a new party. I believe Free- 
thinkers can join handa and concen- 
trate our forces againat superstition 
directly and politico Indirectly and 
make a good showing'. 

After we get our forces .In line and 
batter down the walla of the bible, 
hell and free the devil aad his pent up 
angels, the dawn of light will appear 
and we will begin to see aad expect 
better things and condltlonB foir the 
human family. 

Some writer mentloas tha name. 
There Is much In a name, we must not 
select a name, the mention of which 
will strike derision In the minds of 
many. For we muat admit we are 
oemparatively few in aifaitaer as com- 
pared with the mass «<4nnMMtty that 
still cling to old dn— ia, wMglnusIy. 
Ingersoll has said we must deal care- 
fully with John Chinaman, and not 



PROBATIONARY MARRIAGE 

After all the liisjjute and argiunent eoncernin'.,' 
the question of marriage and divorce, there is 
gomething worthy of consideration in the sugges- 
tion advanced by I'rof. Charles Zueblin, of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, in advocating whiit he terms 
"probationary marriages," or what m;iy lie iii<rr 
populary termed, marriage on trial. 

Upon the first glance this may sound r 'puL'i-ati! 
to many who would defend the preseid svst' in, 
with all its faults, failings, fallacies ami frauds. 
While it may not be productive of that statn! of 
marital felieity which the Cbicairy pii ;.ss(.r as- 
sumes to see in it, still it is somethini; of au im- 
provement, and may tend towards the evolution of 
u more satsfactory arrvngemont between th > sexes. 
It is <rt b«« observed fwMB the text of what lm«: been 
given to the press that Prof. Zueblin merely hints 
that "before marriage ,a8suniin£r that eniraired 
couples contemplate the mntrihionial state, a n in 
and woman should be 'constantly in each (jtle r s 
society" say for "six months, or a year, to tret 
thoroughly acquainted tin l ham each other's 
, faidts and caprices and foiliies." Thi.s, he claims, 
would be conducive to fewer unhappy marriages. 
It may be so and it may not, for the notion wotild 
_ but a mere experiment, la it, however, the pro- 
' iapor QuikeB no Unt at sex daring the probationary 
period, and with thia notion eliminatad, there ia no 



Commends the Blade 
I . il ir, Kansas .Mr. Jas. E. Huglies.-- 
i:ii( lo.-cd fluil .Money Order for »1.0(i 
tor the renewal of the Blade to say 
tliat you have Impioved the paaar 
since taking charge ta ailld ,pra»4. 
The Blade ia away aad harond whi^ it 
was. You stud for truth aad mcHl- 
ity, is to be jommeaded. Hoping .for 
your financial soooess.— a 8. 90T- 
TOBTLY. 



reet^vA. 
^sldtfe, 
tchtiftat 
e iMRbr, 



A Sermon an4 AiMMver % 

.Marvin .M. B. Church, Sonthloor- 
ner Fourth and Suma«di street^V 
L. Thorougbman, paator; 
SOS North Fourth street, Praschi 
11 a. m and 8 a. m. by the 1 
-MornlnK snliject. -The Greatest Keed 
of the I'lmrclies;" evening si||>Ject. 
"Christ's Failure aa a Preacher'* Bun- 
day school at lu a. m.; Eqi^orth 
League at 7:80 p. m.; prayer ndiitlng 
Thursday evenhig at 8 O'ctock^Tou 
are invited to all these semcaa. f 

I waa there, "He fi 
preached to unbelievers." 
—JOHNSON. 




view the matter much aa Dr. SchecU 
does. We have no Impeling force be- 
hind ua to oanso us to organlce, the 



of a heaven of endless bliss as the Im- 
pelling force to compell organization. 

lisp a few wiadB and t. ach it that it 
muat do certain things, and believe 
certain things or it ia doomed to 
eternal burning. 

The church is dishonest sad keeps 
the mind of the child clouded with 
superstition and fear until It grows 
up to man and womanhood before it 
dares to think, then it takes ten or 
more years to east oiT thiit nightmare 
of Buperstitioii bi tore mind is free 
to begin to Hcuhun. intidels of all 
brands are honest and offer science, 
reasoB and honest and usefol life here. 
The trouble with a great body of the 
people Is the more mysterious the bet- 
ter. No one goes crazy over the mul- 
tiplication table, but our a.sylums are 
filled with Christian lunatics. The 
worst single feature of the teachings 
of Christianity Is that they teach the 
child from Infancy to mature age 
that they have an Immortal soul, and 
few ever esst thst falacy off. I believe 
we can fli^t onr battles better single 
banded than to try to organize a peo- 
ple with so wide a scope of beliefs Into 
a gofid working body. In the last 
tw. nty-flve years wo have made won 
derful strides in liberalizing the 
churches.— B. LE2WIS. 



node.' 



y. Th, 



same with our uligiously inciineil 
friends. We must handle them with 
care right aide up and with caution, 
till we get th<jm aTiaitTiiad or inoculat- 
ed with Freethougbt. Thea ]rou can 
handle them us you may. FTeOthought 
is ninch like the Moasles, yoo get it 
into your sy.siem It ia hard to get it 
uuu There Is much la a name. — C. 
A. FAUSNBT. 

p. S.— Please send Wllsoe's Book, 
t was among the first to s«id the $1, 
sent the 15 cents last Xarch. But you 
know the first .shall be last and the 
last lirst. No Uicl; coming Brother 
Hughes, 1 know you are doing best 



Soclallam Our Only gslvatlon 

IJuckley, Wasliitinton, Blue Grass 



g(xj(l at that time, but it was time 
enough yet. One day while working 
on the farm the queation came into 
my mind, how do you know you will 
live to be old? I waa surpriaedi. The 
(luestlon came again how do you kaow,^ 
you will ilTe a year? The question 
was repeated until brought to the 
point that I did not know I would live 
from one bieatli to anoilu i. It was 
time then to prepare lor lieath, be- 
cause I waa a great sinner not in oom- 
i>arlson to other% for I waa aa good 
a.s any or a groat deal better thaa 
-cine, but In oomparison with the p«r- 
tect rule whioh looked at the heart 
and thoughU. So I tried to get good, 
but got worse seemingly. The more 
I rame into the "Light" the more Im- 
i)irf>ei;on I saw, until il seemed to 
iiic 1 had never done a good act in all 
niy life, so from feet to bMA^UMrta^ ■■ 
■U I died ta iliM. condiUoB, I waa gotue 
■i« U i> u i i ii a end. I tried WCT 

my poiMr tor -t#0 loag years to get 
good, bearing a bnrden (rfguilt In my 
breast and the more I strove to free 
myself the heavier the burden got. 
So far there can be no doubt. I gave 
up all hope and felt as if my salvation 
depended on my good work. Hell was 
my lot 

One night thlnldng of my lonely 
and lost condition praying and be- 
seeching Ckid Cor meroy, suddealy la 
my Bleep a light shone above bm. liy 

relatk>ns were up there and Just b» 
tore I asserted to them 1 awoke aad 
niy burden of siu waa gone and I 
lor the lirst time cuuld see how a 
dinner could be saved. That Jesus 
aad bore tar s.nB nwvy to be remem- 
bered against me no more for ever, 
1 was full of rejotoelng fat that "enw 
way," which the wisdom of thia world 
has never known. I saw that Instead 
of good works, salvation was by the 
grace of Gt)d, that Jesus had done all 
K.r iiic and that 1 felt il a high privii- 
et.,e to io\e and ser\o him, not to make 
iiio h s, liui because 1 was his. 1 ha.d 
nut chosen him but he had choaen me. 

.Now Sir, If you were kiat la a wUd- 
< rncM not kaowtng whldi way to tara ' 
lor deHverance, it being so daric you 
cculi! see no object, the gmmd b» 
ing mil ot pit IS of deatniotlon, would 
you not giv.^ ui> all tor lost, that death 

And suddenly a lonely being should 
appear to you shining above the 
brightness of the sun, giving you eyea 
to see him and commanding you to 
follow him aad he saved yoa tNm all 
danger and during your Jourasy vsrl- 
fled his promises in so many unmis- 
talcabie ways, would you not believe 



and s 



1 hiui. 



Itlade. 



parly. Water and Oil don't in 
il could, it would he entirely 
.sary. as the world today is hastening 
toward bocialisiu. If any are In doubt 
Just lay hold of a week and read some 
good BociaUstle books and thea take 
a look at the SociaUatie votes of the 
world. The economic question of the 
human stomadi has to bo solved. We 
can noi l.ccp on eating poison and 
adiilt> ratud food. Ye Freethinkers 
who have eyes to see with. Join the 
Socialistic party and help to solve the 
problem. Those other fellows who 
wants to start a party for theaualves 



fould you doubt His love? Surely 
not. And li he should tell you of a 
oeautlful land inhabited by Just such 
people aa you, how oould you doubt 
him? Thon read in the Bible so many 
things that Just speaks your exper- 
ienci', could you doubt Us authenticity. 
IJou l tiay thlK i.s all imagination. We 
lOiow it. is not lmaBinatl<jn. Doat 
thlnli because you have not had this 

You n. ver saw George Washington 
or Napoleon Bonaparte, yet you be- 
lieve they lived, yet whoa we teU you 
these things' you are faithless. Truly 
said Jesus, to the paraUe of the Rleh 
Man. Tbsy wUI aot believe moch 
I risen from the dead. Vou are not to 
blame by as because you do not be- 
lieve but because yoo are oppoaing 
what we kaMria tsa*. Wa epiak tkat 
wo do kaow , - - 



